C20 Canine: Basic Selection, Care and training.

Name _______________________________

Date ____________

Finding the Right Dog 

Before bringing a puppy or even an adult dog into your home, several important decisions should be made. 

Is your family planning a ________________ in the near future? If the answer is yes, wait until after the move is completed. 

Envision your life with a dog. Do you _________________ and how much? Do you have the time to train, exercise, feed, and clean up after your dog? 

Do you see yourself as a very active and _____________________ person with a 

sporting type dog, or more an ___________________ person with a companion dog? 
Do you want a dog that is prone to bark and ____________________, or one that is 

more _______________? 

Will _____________________ be around the dog? If so, consider a breed that tolerates pulling, poking, and rough play. Some breeds are known for their easy-going nature and love of children, while other breeds should not be left alone with small children. 

Do you live in big ______________ or small ____________________? Small breeds fit well in almost any sized house, but large breeds do not always fit in small apartments. Barking can also be a problem in apartments. 
Can you afford the _____________ of owning a dog? 

Do you want a ____________ or ________________ dog? Will the dog be used for breeding? 

How do you feel about dog ________________ around your home? 

Because puppies require extra training and attention, some people prefer getting an older dog instead of a puppy. However, by selecting an older dog you may be getting one with bad habits that can be difficult to change. 

Are there other pets in the household?

Do you want a _______________________ or ___________________ breed? 

Do you want a dog that is territorial, with strong ____________   ________ traits?

Selecting the Right Breed 

When selecting the breed that is right for your lifestyle and desires, it is important to become familiar with the various breeds that are available. 

There are many detailed breed reference books available at local book stores, libraries, or veterinary clinics that can provide a great deal of information. 

The American Kennel Club (AKC) has categorized the different breeds of dogs into seven major groups: toy, sporting, non-sporting, working, herding, hound, and terrier. 

Many of the breeds that fall into each category and the basic characteristics about each group are identified in the following table and information: 

Toy Dogs:

Chihuahua, Miniature Pinscher, Pekingese, Pomeranian, Pug, Shih Tzu, Toy Poodle, Etc.

These dogs are most often "_______________________" and can be a smaller version of a larger breed. 

They are too small to work, have lots of energy, and fit well in a small environment such as an apartment. 

Like all dogs, they require training and discipline.

They have the tendency to ______________ and can get overly excited and destructive without attention, exercise, and training. 

Children should be taught to handle these toy breeds gently and understand that they are not built for rough play.


Sporting Dogs:

Most of the dogs in this category are retrievers, pointers, spaniels, and setters. 

These breeds are often used for _____________________. 

They are usually ______________________, _______________ to their masters, easily trained, and very energetic. 

Most of them are _________________ dogs that require plenty of _______________ and human interaction. 

If they are isolated and do not get the mental and physical stimulation they require, these dogs can develop anxiety problems and are prone to bark, chew, and dig. 

Some of the most popular family dogs, such as the ____________________ and 

__________________  ____________________, are part of this group.

Non-Sporting Dogs:

Boston Terrier, Bulldog, Chow Chow, Dalmatian, Poodle…

The breeds in this group vary in ____________, disposition, and 

______________________. 

Some of these dogs make wonderful family pets, while others may be difficult to have around children.

 It would be important to speak with veterinarians, breeders, and owners of these non-sporting breeds before selecting one of them as a pet.


Working Dogs:

The dogs of this group fall into three subcategories: pulling/_________________, 

_________________ dogs, and _______________ dogs. Most of the dogs in this 

group are ________________ in size, enjoy the __________________ , and have the temperament and coats to match the environment in which they were bred to work. For example, the Alaskan malamute likes to pull, has a heavy coat, and requires a lot of physical activity. All of these features make it a logical candidate for sledding. 

Many of these dogs require intense ____________________ to keep their coats clean 

and healthy. Some of the dogs used for guarding and protection can be ____________ and should be well trained. They require a good socialization program that is started early in the puppy’s life.


Herding Dogs:

Australian Shepherd, Border Collie, Collie, German Shepherd…

The breeds in this category have been used over the years to move _______________ from place to place. 

They are very intelligent and easily trained. They can make good ________________ dogs and can be good with children.


Hound Dogs:

Basset Hound, Beagle, Black and Tan Coonhound, Bloodhound, Dachshund, Greyhound…

The larger breeds in this group were bred to ___________ and chase wild game. 

These dogs have excellent eyesight used to spot game and long legs that allow them to chase after it. 

The other dogs in this group are considered ____________ hounds. 

These dogs were bred to use their excellent sense of smell to find and track game.

 All the dogs in this group can make good pets, but require plenty of training and attention.

Terrier Dogs:

Jack Russell Terrier, Miniature Schnauzer, Scottish Terrier…

Terriers in general tend to be _______________________, energetic, fun-loving animals. 

They can be a challenge to _______________________, with the "bull" terriers 

being very _______________________ if trained and used improperly. 

The smaller terriers are often used as housedogs, but can be prone to house soiling, chewing, barking, and aggression if not properly trained and socialized. 

Selecting a Mixed Breed Dog:

Many times a mixed breed dog can make an excellent companion. 

Generally speaking, because of ______________ _____________, these dogs have less genetically related health problems than purebred dogs. 

They can, however, still get sick from all the same infectious diseases and will probably have about the same basic medical expenses (vaccinations, de-worming, spay or neuter) as a purebred dog. 

They tend to have the characteristics that are common to the breeds that make up their genetics. 

These dogs require the same amount of attention, training, and love as the purebred dogs and often give a lot of love in return. 

Internet Assignment

Go to the following web site and do the survey to select the right breed of dog for you. http://www.petnet.com.au/selectapet/dogselectapet.html
List several breeds of dogs that were suggested for you?


____________________
_____________________
__________________

Go to http://www.akc.org/breeds/ and research some basic information about one breed that was suggested by the survey and one breed of your choice?

Breed: __________________________

General Appearance & Characteristics:

Size:  

Temperament:

Breed: __________________________

General Appearance & Characteristics:

Size:  

Temperament:

Questions to ask the Breeder: 
Why do you like breeding dogs? 

What do you know about this particular breed? 

What good traits and what bad traits are present in the breed? 

Did you raise the mother, father or both? 

What do you like and dislike about the parent(s)? Have the puppy’s parents had any medical conditions? 

How and where were the puppies raised? 

Have the puppies received any vaccinations or de-wormings? Is there a record of when these events took place that I can have? 

Is there a contract and/or guarantee that comes with the puppy? 

May I have my local veterinarian examine the puppy before I purchase it? 

Will I get the dog’s pedigree and registration when I purchase the puppy? 

If things do not work out, can I bring the puppy back?

Questions for the Shelter (Selecting an Adult Dog):

What do you know about the dog’s past? 

Are there any medical conditions that seem to be a problem? 

Has the dog been examined by a veterinarian and has it received the required vaccinations? 

Do you mind if I bring in other members of my household (including other pets) to meet the dog? Evaluate how the "new" dog reacts to the strangers. 

Has the dog been spayed or neutered? 

If things do not work out, can I bring the dog back? 

Questions for an Individual Pet Owner About a Puppy or an Adult Dog:
How long have you owned the dog and what can you tell me about his/her temperament and health? Does the dog have any behavior or medical problems? 

If others have owned the dog, what do you know about its previous history? 

How old is the dog? 

Is the dog good with children and other animals? 

Has the dog been spayed or neutered? 

Does the dog know basic commands? If the answer is yes, have the owner demonstrate some obedience commands?

Is the dog housetrained? 

Will you give us copies of any medical records for the dog? Do you mind if I call the dog’s veterinarian and/or groomer?

Ask if it is possible to return the dog if things do not work out?
Evaluating a Dog’s Disposition  

The best time to get a puppy is when it is ____________ weeks old. 

By this time, the puppy should have been weaned onto _____________ food and can withstand the stresses of adjusting to a new home. 

When looking for a potential pet, it is important to find one that has a good temperament and has been well socialized. 

It is also important to evaluate the puppy’s home environment. A puppy that has been raised in a typical home where it is used to hearing a television, loud music, talking, and even yelling, will be better adjusted.

 Avoid selecting a puppy that was raised in a dark corner of the back yard, where it 

had little to no ____________________ interaction. 

Below are a few tests that can be tried to see how a puppy reacts to different circumstances. Some of these tests would also be helpful when evaluating an adult dog. 

Subject the puppy or group of puppies to a _____________  ______________ . Look for those that are startled, but do not run and hide. 

Puppies that ignore the noise or want to investigate the source of the noise are also good candidates. 

A puppy that cowers or hides from the sound may have fear/anxiety problems.


Set the group of puppies in the center of a quiet room and call or clap once or twice. 

Look for the puppy that _________________ seeking human interaction. 

If a puppy ignores the call, look for another. 

If the intention is to have an adult dog that is independent and curious, look for a puppy that moves away from the group and ventures out on its own.


Pick up each puppy and cradle it in your arms on its _________________. 

Look for one that is not bothered at all by the situation or one that struggles for a minute and then quiets down. 

A puppy that fights, bites, or is extremely frightened may not make the best pet.


Pick up the puppy and give it a moderate _____________ on the foot or between the toes. 

Puppies that do not notice the pain may make good dogs to have around children. 

Puppies that pull away with a pinch, but immediately return back to normal play activity are also good choices.

Avoid puppies that react to the slightest pinch with a ____________ or __________. 

Puppies - Care During the First Year
Like children, puppies go through various________________ as they learn and develop.

The conscientious owner should learn what the puppy will experience during these different stages and be able to give the necessary stimulation, training, and love the puppy needs.

3-5 days old.

Within the first 3-5 days of a puppy’s life, certain procedures should be performed. 

These include ___________________ removal and _______ _____________.

 As the puppy gets older, ear cropping and either a spay or neuter procedure are often performed.

 Breed characteristics and whether the dog will be used for breeding will determine if tail docking, ear cropping, or spaying/neutering will be necessary. 

Because many of the procedures are not necessary for the physical health of the puppy, many owners elect not to have dewclaws removed, the tail docked, or ears cropped.

Dewclaw removal -

The first digit or the dewclaw, which corresponds to the human thumb, sits high up on the inside surface of the foot and does not bear weight. 

The hind dewclaws are often missing at birth more often than they are present.

Certain breeds, particularly the herding breeds, have a breed standard that requires that the dewclaws be left intact. 

If the dewclaws are removed, it is usually done 3-5 days after birth. If they are 

removed at older ages, ___________________ and __________________ are often required. 

The reason that most dewclaws are removed is to help avoid future problems with the dewclaw catching or snagging on something and being _________________ or torn off.


Tail docking -

The end of the tail is often removed on many breeds including:  Airedales, Brittany spaniels, cocker spaniels, poodles, boxers, German short-haired and wire-haired pointers. 

This procedure is usually performed on __________ day old puppies, without the use of general or local anesthesia. 

If the procedure is done at an older age, _____________________ is often used.

Each breed has a typical recommended ________________for the tail after docking. 

If a veterinarian performs the tail docking, a ____________________________ is often applied to the base of the tail to control bleeding and a scalpel is used to cut off the appropriate amount of tail. 

A few ____________________ are often placed in the end of the tail to help prevent bleeding.


Ear cropping -

The necessity of this procedure is very controversial. 

In the past, breeds such as Bull terriers that were used for fighting had their ears cropped to help prevent potential injury. 

Breeds like Great Danes, Boston terriers, boxers, schnauzers, and Manchester terriers have traditionally had their ears surgically cropped to stand up straight. 

This procedure is performed when the dog is ________________ weeks of age. 

The surgery involves removing part of the ear and then reshaping the ear so it will stand erect and proportionally fit the dog’s head. 

After surgery the ears are often taped and formed into the proper position until the cartilage of the ears heals/scars and forces the ear to stand on its own.


Weeks 1-3:

Puppies are born with their eyes shut and must rely on their mother’s milk to grow and develop properly. 

During the first few days to weeks of life, they are very fragile and must be treated gently. 

While sleeping, puppies may ________________ and _______________ as their nervous systems develop, and a small amount of this activity should be expected. 

In addition to developing bodies, puppies have developing immune systems and are vulnerable to diseases and infections. 

They may lose ______ % of their body weight soon after birth; however, each puppy should start gaining weight in the first few days. By the end of the first week, the 

puppy should ____________________ in its weight. The puppy that is NOT 

receiving enough to eat will often cry, act _____________________, and not gain weight. 

A puppy should have one normal stool (firm and yellowish in color) soon after each

 __________________. For example, if the puppy is feeding ________ times a day, 

there should be __________ normal stools. The mother may eat the puppy’s stool while in the nesting box. 

The puppy should spend about ______________ % of time__________________ and 10-20% of the time eating. 

For certain breeds, the tails can be docked and dewclaws removed in the first 3-5 days of life. 

The puppies’ eyes normally open _______________ days after birth. 

The ears normally open __________________ days after birth. 

Weeks 3-8: 

Weaning: When the puppies reach about ____________ weeks of age, they may 

begin to develop __________________ and the mother often acts uncomfortable about nursing.

The puppies may also begin to spend less and less time nursing. Around weeks 

___________, it is usually time to begin the weaning process. 

If the mother is having difficulty nursing the puppies, some breeders will begin the weaning process as early as 3 weeks.

 This can be hard on the puppies, so it is usually not recommended unless the health of the mother or puppies is in question. 

___________ will begin to erupt about the third week. 

Around week 3, puppies will begin to stand and _______________ around. 

At week 4, the puppies will begin to _____________ (chase and wag tails, bark and run). 

The puppies’ investigative natures really begin to develop around 4-6 weeks. 

The first visit to the ________________________ should occur at ________ weeks. 

Weeks 7-8 are also a good time to begin teaching the "________ " and "__________" commands. 

By week 8, the puppies are ready to be completely weaned and can be sold or adopted out. 

Around weeks 8-10, the puppy may go through a "_________________________" period. This is a time where fearful events (loud sounds, vacuums, cars, painful experiences, etc.) can traumatize a puppy, potentially for life. 

To help overcome this problem, avoid traumatic events and sounds unless they can be 

introduced to the puppy in a __________________________ fashion.

 For example, if the puppy is being introduced to the vacuum, have the vacuum in one room and the puppy in another. 

Have someone else turn the vacuum on and slowly allow the puppy to get closer to the noise. Have plenty of treats and offer praise for being brave. 

If the puppy is fearful, do not encourage this behavior by soothing the puppy, simply ignore the timid behavior and act interested in the vacuum yourself. 

If it seems too overwhelming for the puppy, give it some time and try it again when the puppy is older and better able to cope with the new experience.

Weeks 8-12:

At 8 weeks the puppy can begin to learn its _________________. 

____________________________ can start at weeks 9-10. 

By week 10, the puppy is mature enough to be shipped. 

Weeks 10-11 are when the second visit to the veterinarian should occur. 

Puppies should be fed ____________ times a day until they are about 4 months old. 

__________________________ is essential for the puppy during this stage. 

Weeks 12-16: 

These are important weeks when the puppy should receive additional 

__________________ and plenty of _______________________. The puppy will continue to develop its personality and will want to be the center of attention. 

By week 12, the puppy should have mastered the __________ and _________ commands. 

A third visit to the veterinarian should take place around weeks 13-14. 

Continue the socialization process by exposing the puppy to as many different safe experiences as possible. 

Months 4-12: 

During this time the puppy will reach its physical maturity, will go through 

____________________, and should be __________________ or ______________ if it is not to be used for breeding purposes. 

It is best to spay a female dog before she has her first ___________  _____________. 

This greatly reduces her chances of developing _____________________ . 

Depending on the puppy’s vaccination program, a fourth visit to the vet should take place around 4 months. 

Spaying or neutering should occur by the time the puppy reaches _______ months old. Many clinics will neuter or spay earlier than this, so contact your veterinarian to see what he/she prefers. 

Continue feeding puppy food throughout this period. 

After the puppy reaches 4-5 months of age, it can be fed a puppy food _____ times a day. Once the dog reaches 11-12 months of age, most dogs can be switched to an 

_______________  ____________. The age at which a dog can be switched to an adult diet will vary with the breed, so consult with a veterinarian for specifics. 

The puppy will begin losing their "baby" teeth between _____ and ______ months of age. 

Puppies - Training 

Socialization: The term "socialization" is used to describe a process where a puppy is 

exposed to ___________________  _______________________ where it can learn 

how to ____________________ in an acceptable manner. 

These situations are often new for the puppy and yet should build the puppy’s 

_______________________. 

These interactive situations should be positive for the puppy and not frighten it. 

For example, a puppy must get used to being around people of all sizes and shapes, including children. 

To adequately socialize a puppy, it must be exposed to _____________________ 

types of ____________________ on a regular basis while it is still ______________. 

Some basic socialization should happen when the puppy is only a few weeks old and may include gently handling the puppy, exposing it to soft music, and trimming its nails. 

The next step may be simply inviting a friend over for lunch and having the new person feed the puppy. 

Over the next few days, this exposure to new people could include petting, grooming, and even giving basic commands. 

The socialization process should begin in earnest when the puppy is no older than 

________   ______________. 

Puppies - Training

Children and strangers

Other dogs and animals

Moderately loud music

Riding in a car

Spending time at the beach, park, store, bus station, parking lots, etc

Loud household noises such as those made by a vacuum, blender, garage door opening, keys being dropped, etc

Grooming and bathing

Water in a bathtub, lake, and swimming pool

Different surfaces such as grass, rocks, cement, and rough terrain

If the puppy acts timid or fearful about any of the above situations, do not encourage the behavior by petting or consoling the pup. 

Act excited and interested in the object/sound/person that is causing the fear and move right up to it. 

Wait until the puppy physically touches the fearful object /sound/ person with its nose and then praise and reward the pup for being brave.

Tips for Training: 

Always begin a training program ___________________ in the puppy’s life. 

Many trainers recommend that simple obedience lessons start when the puppy is first brought into the home.

Official training sessions can begin soon after the puppy receives its first vaccinations 

(____________ weeks). 

Professionally conducted puppy classes should also be considered. These classes will not only train the puppy, but also the owner. 

The puppy will also have a chance to interact with other dogs and strangers. This can be an important part of the puppy’s socialization process.

Mastering Commands: 

It is important to find a good _____________  ________________ for the puppy. Some trainers recommend small pieces of people food such as cheese or dried liver. Ideally, there are plenty of small treats at the local pet store that can be used.

It is best to do most training in a location without a lot of _____________________. 

It is also recommended that most initial training be done while the puppy is on a 

_________________. 

Mastering basic commands could be ________________________ for many dogs. The command "stay," for example, may prevent a pet from rushing out into a busy car-filled street. 

Learning these commands will not only allow owner and puppy to "show off" from time 

to time, but will also teach the puppy the necessary ______________________ to be a happy part of any home environment. 

Getting Started:

First, introduce the puppy to a collar and leash and let it become comfortable with them. 

Place the leash on the puppy for ________________ minutes at time. 

Allow the puppy to move around in a supervised manner with the leash trailing behind. 

Do this _____________ times a day over a ___________ day period. 

Gradually begin picking up the end of the leash and allowing the puppy to follow around the house or yard. 

Once the puppy accepts the leash, it is time to begin teaching commands. 

The "Sit" Command:

Place a treat in the right hand, between the thumb and index finger. Hold the treat just above the puppy’s nose and bring it slowly over the dog’s head. Bringing the hand over the dog’s head will cause the dog to lift its nose and cause it to naturally sit.

 If it does not sit, hold the puppy’s muzzle, and gently lift while stroking its neck and back with the other hand and saying "sit." 

The dog should sit. Quietly say "good dog" and give the puppy the treat. 

Try this _________________ times and be sure to praise the puppy each time a successful "sit" has been accomplished. 

Reward the puppy with large amounts of praise and fewer and fewer treats. As soon as possible, wean the puppy from the treats to prevent it from relying only on the treats to perform a command. 

Reinforce the "sit" command by asking the dog to sit for ___________________ (praise, food, etc.) throughout the day. With time and patience, some puppies will catch on with one or two training sessions. 

Make sure the session is kept to short intervals (______________ minutes) at a time 

and that each session is __________ for both owner and pet. 

Make sure the dog does not jump and get the treat or it will think it is being rewarded for jumping. 

It is also best to not ____________  _____________ on the rear of the puppy, "forcing" it to sit. If the puppy needs some physical encouragement to sit, gently "scoop" him under his rear-end and back legs, while putting a small amount of backward pressure on his chest. 

Each time before helping the puppy sit, be sure to give the "sit" command. 

The "Stay" Command: 

Before beginning this command, make sure that the puppy has completely mastered the "sit." 

Some trainers recommend that treats are not necessary for puppies to learn the "stay" command. 

In these cases, a calming, quiet voice is used to relax the puppy to stay still. 

First off, have the puppy sit. Squat down and put both hands on the puppy’s face. Stroke its neck with one hand and hold the right hand up with the palm facing the dog. Quietly say "stay." 

Stand with the palm of the hand facing the dog and repeat in a calm voice, "stay." 

Repeating this command over and over again will help the puppy remain calm. 

As the puppy becomes more confident, it should stay with only one command. 

After the dog has mastered stay with only one command, begin walking around the dog. 

At first the puppy should be able to stay for about ________ seconds. 

Gradually increase the amount of time the puppy is expected to stay. 

Over the course of about a week’s worth of training, many puppies will be able to stay 

for _________ minutes or longer.

 Once the stay is mastered, begin increasing the _____________________ between the puppy and trainer.

The "Down" Command: 

Once the puppy masters "sit" for at least 3 minutes, move on to the "down" command. 

Begin by having the puppy sit close to the person doing the training. Take a treat and place it under the dog’s muzzle. Slowly bring it down between the dog's paws to the floor while saying "down.”

 The puppy should follow the motion and lie down. Hold the treat until it lies down.

 If the puppy will not lie down, lifting and gently pulling the front paws will help it down.

 Praise the puppy when it is down. If it starts to get up tell it "no," and start again.

 If the puppy rolls over for a tummy rub, go ahead and rub. It will soon associate the "down" command with a joyful tummy rub.

 If the puppy continues to expect a tummy rub, gradually reduce the time spent on rubbing the tummy. 

Replace the tummy rub with immediate praise as soon as the puppy performs the "down." 

Practice this command every day for about 5-10 minutes. 

Gradually increase the amount of time the puppy is expected to remain in the down position. After 5 or 6 sessions, gradually wean the puppy from the treats. 

The "Come" Command:

This command is best mastered in a large area that allows the trainer and dog to be at 

least __________ feet apart. While the puppy’s attention is distracted elsewhere, crouch down and say "come." It is important to use a calm, happy voice when inviting the puppy to "come." As the puppy comes, encourage the puppy by saying things such as "good puppy" over and over again. 

Moving _____________________, clapping, and then crouching down, can also help encourage the puppy. 

As soon as the puppy reaches the person doing the training, give the dog lots of love, praise, and a treat. 

After ____________ times of coming on command, stop giving the puppy a treat and only give praise. 

This process should be repeated daily until the puppy will come on command without having to receive any treats. 

With practice, a dog should be able to stay for a period of time and then come when called by the owner. 

The "Heel" Command:

To begin with, keep the puppy on the _____________ side of the person doing the training. 

Start by taking a step forward and then call the puppy’s name and say, "heel." 

Gently give a tug on the leash and again say "heel." 

Continue to give this command while gently encouraging the puppy to remain at the trainer’s side. 

Many trainers recommend using a quick but gentle ______________ as opposed to steady pressure. 

Start with only small movements at first, and then gradually move larger distances. 

Begin with short sessions (_________ minutes) 2-3 times a day. 

Each time the puppy does the right thing, reward it with a treat and affection. Increase the amount of praise given and eliminate the food treats completely as the dog becomes more used to the "heel" command.

If the dog insists on pulling on the leash, stop and do not move forward until the puppy quits tugging.

If the puppy continues to pull, move back slowly. As soon as the puppy stops pulling, praise it and move ahead.


Housetraining ("Potty Training"): 

Housetraining a puppy can be a challenging task, especially for the toy breeds. However, with patience, training, and a few tricks, all dogs can be adequately trained. 

When a new puppy is brought into a home, take it out every_____________ for potty breaks. 

Take it to the same spot each time so the puppy will learn what to do every time it arrives at the bathroom location. 

Each time give a gentle command to "go potty." 

After about _________ minutes, if the puppy wants to play and not go to the bathroom, take it back into the house. 

Take the puppy out again in about 30 minutes. This process will help the puppy learn that it needs to use the bathroom soon after it is taken outside. 

Many trainers do not recommend that treats be given as a reward. 

As a general guideline, most puppies need to go out every __________ for every _____________ they are old. For example, a puppy 3 months should be taken out every 2-3 hours, and a puppy 6 months old should go out every 5-6 hours. 

There are ___________  ______________ in the day when it is essential to take the puppy out. 

Some of these include right after taking a ____________ or waking in the morning, 

30 minutes after _________________, when the owner gets home, and just before the owner leaves the house. 

It is also essential to walk the dog right before _____________________ to allow it to use the bathroom. 

For the first few days after a puppy is brought home, it is important to supervise the puppy at all times between the bathroom breaks. 

If the puppy acts like it may go to the bathroom (it sniffs around, walks in circles, "squats," etc.), take it immediately outside. 

If the puppy is caught going in the wrong place, try to interrupt the process by 

making a _____________  ________________. Gather the puppy up and take it to the proper bathroom location. 

It is not helpful to ___________ the puppy’s nose in it’s waste or physically reprimand the puppy. 

Behavior Problems 

The behavior problems discussed here are ones that can commonly affect young and old dogs alike. 

The reason they are being discussed in a puppy section is that many of the problems that develop later in a dog’s life can be avoided if proper training takes place at an early age. 

Barking 

Most puppies and even adult dogs bark because of four common reasons:


1.


2.


3.


4.

To overcome boredom and separation anxiety, the obvious solution is to spend more time with the dog. 

When this is not possible, try to create situations where the puppy is allowed to interact with other people or animals more regularly. 

Having a second dog in the house, or having a neighbor come over each day at lunch time will help relieve some of the boredom. 

Having plenty of safe _______________ to play with and providing adequate food and water can also help. 

Barking that results from something the puppy may hear or see can be prevented by fencing that does not allow the puppy to see out and by placing the puppy’s crate or kennel in a secluded area. 

Aggression:
Aggression is probably the most common and the most dangerous behavior problem seen in dogs. 

Because of the element of danger to people, diagnosis and treatment of canine aggression is very controversial. 

There are categorized, at the current time, at least twelve different types of aggression seen in dogs. Each type of aggression is unique, although some dogs may exhibit several types of aggression at the same time. 

For this discussion, six of the most common types of canine aggression will be addressed. 

_____________________ Aggression -

This is probably the __________  _________________ type of aggression seen in pet dogs. 

______________ dogs which begin to manifest the aggressive behavior at social maturity 

(______________ years of age), constitute ______ % of this group. 

The aggression is generally directed toward those in the dog’s social circle over which 

the dog wishes to __________________  ________________; this usually means the dog’s owners or other familiar people.  

This type of aggression is often associated with some type of direct interaction between a person and the pet.

It can occur when a person tries to take the animal’s ______________ bowl away, put on 

a ________________ or muzzle, awaken the animal from sleep, or attempt to 

___________________________ the dog. 

Dominant acts that these dogs may demonstrate include snarling, 

___________________, _____________________, pushing on people, blocking doorways, leaning on people, and staring.

In general, punishments or attempts to win confrontations with a dominant aggressive dog are discouraged. 

Dominance aggression tends to _______________________ with punishment. 

It is best to avoid eliciting the aggressive behavior and initiate a behavior modification program with the assistance of a trained professional. 

Dominance aggression may be ________________________ and any dog with this type of aggression probably should not be bred. 

Care should be taken with any animal demonstrating dominance aggression.


_________________ aggression - 

Fear aggression is another extremely common type of aggression in dogs. 

Fear of a person or another animal may be related to a painful experience or may occur independently of pain. 

Pain aggression may develop into fear aggression later on as a painful stimulus continues. 

Typically, fear aggression is manifested with growling, ______________ of the 

______________, tail ____________________ between the legs, and escape attempts. 

If cornered and frightened, a normal dog will cower, try to hide, but show no signs of aggression. 

A dog with fear aggression will stand and face the approacher with the tail between the legs and stare, growl, or bite. 

Dogs which are in pain (broken leg, chronic arthritis) can be very prone to biting without warning and should be handled carefully.


_____________________________ aggression -

Territorial aggression is the type of aggression most commonly associated with the 

presence of a ___________________  __________________ or animal in the yard or home where the dog lives. 

Most dogs are territorial to an extent and will bark and/or run to the door when a person or animal approaches. 

Territorial aggression is most problematic when the dog becomes so protective that it 

will not _______________ barking or will not allow the visitor to enter. 

Territories may be stable and permanent (a yard or house), or mobile and seasonal (a car or area where the dog has urine-marked). 

An important factor regarding territorial aggression in dogs is the absence of aggression when the dog is away from the defended territory. 

While similar, protective aggression is unique, as the dog selects its owner as the territory to be defended. 

A dog demonstrating pure protective aggression may be watchful, but tolerant of a visitor to its home until the visitor goes to make physical contact with the dog’s owner. 

______________________ aggression:

Dogs which chase small animals, bikers, or cars are displaying a form of predatory aggression. 

With their unpredictable high-pitched screaming, uncoordinated movements, and 

helpless position in a crib or on the floor, infants may resemble _________________ 

 ________________ to a predator. 

Infants are killed every year by dogs. Prevention is of primary importance and infants should NEVER be left alone with any aggressive dog. 

__________________________ aggression -

Aggression between dogs usually occurs among those of the same _______________: males aggressive toward other males and females aggressive toward other females. 

Many serious dogs bites have been inflicted upon people who use their own 

____________________ to break-up a dog fight. ALWAYS use an instrument such as a broom or board to separate the dogs, followed by proper leash and/or muzzle restraint. 

Dog bites can be very serious and even life threatening. Medical help should be sought for ANY dog bite inflicted on a human or another dog.

Therapy for interdog aggression usually starts with ___________________ or 

___________________ the offending dog. 

This is one form of aggression where hormonal influence is very significant, and where the aggression can be markedly reduced by neutering. Another reason for neutering a dog diagnosed with interdog aggression is preventing the potential for passing this aggression on to offspring.


___________________l aggression -

This type of aggression is displayed by female dogs with _____________________, or during pregnancy. 

Some female dogs will "mother" a ____________ and demonstrate aggression when the toy is taken away. 

Biting can occur, especially if the toy or puppy is taken away. 

A maternally aggressive dog may ___________ the toy or puppy if she feels any threat. This type of aggression typically resolves itself once the puppies are weaned or the false pregnancy has ended. Avoidance of what is provoking the aggression is the best strategy. 

Geriatric Dogs 

On average, dogs age _________________ times faster than humans. 

The average life-expectancy of a dog is __________ years and depends upon many factors: breed, size, genetics, nutrition, environment, and vaccination history, to name a few.

In general, large and giant breeds tend to age ____________________ than the smaller and toy breeds.

Great Danes, for example, seldom reach 12 years of age, while occasionally Chihuahuas may reach 20 years. 

Any dog between _______________ years of age should be considered middle-aged or pre-geriatric. Some refer to this period as the "retirement years." Any dog ____ years of age and older is generally considered geriatric.

Once a dog has entered the pre-geriatric years (6-7), steps should be taken by the owner to ensure that the pet may enjoy its remaining years. The following are five basic recommendations in caring for an aging dog.

Annual or Bi-annual Comprehensive Physical Exam and Diagnostic Work-up:

A well-known phrase in veterinary medicine states: "For every one problem missed by not knowing, nine others are missed by not looking." 

A comprehensive __________________  _____________ by a veterinarian on a yearly basis will help to ensure that any health problem the animal is experiencing might be discovered early.

The earlier a problem is discovered and therapy initiated, the better the chance of a favorable outcome. 

While many illnesses are incurable, if detected early and the proper treatment initiated, even incurable illnesses may be successfully managed for several months to years before causing deterioration and death.

Diet:

As animals age, their body’s _______________________ needs change as well. 

Geriatric animals generally require fewer ____________________ and less 

____________________. 

Increased _____________ may help maintain proper function of the digestive system.

Most pet food companies offer a reduced calorie or senior diet made especially for aging pets.

It is recommended that owners make a permanent switch during the pre-geriatric years to a diet specially formulated for the older dog, and that the recommendations for feeding be followed.

 ___________________ from overeating or from a diet too rich in calories is one of the surest ways to put at risk the health of a pet. 

Exercise: 

Regular exercise for geriatric animals is important for a healthy and happy life. 

The key word here is _________________________. 

While the vigor, speed, and endurance associated with younger dogs will seldom be seen in most geriatric pets, this does not indicate that they enjoy exercise less, nor that it is any less beneficial to their bodies. 

Regular exercise helps prevent obesity, stimulates the _______________________ 

(heart and vessels) and __________________________ (muscles and bones) systems,

 and contributes to the ________________________ well-being of a pet.


Elimination of stress:

Geriatric dogs do not adjust to physical and emotional stress as well as younger dogs. 

Most domestic animals thrive on daily __________________________ and often have developed biological clocks with incredibly precise punctuality! 

Change in routine, temperature, and diet (hence the recommendation above to switch during the pre-geriatric years to a senior diet) can all contribute to emotional and physical stress. 

__________________________ and hospitalization are particularly stressful to the geriatric dog. 

Home-care under the supervision of a veterinarian may be more healthy for a geriatric pet than lengthy stays at a clinic or boarding facility.


Development of long-term, healthy habits will contribute to the emotional and physical well-being of a dog. 

These healthy habits might also be known as "de-stressors" as opposed to those things previously listed which contribute to stress.

Healthy de-stressors include daily _____________________ , _________________, 

_______________________________, and reinforcement of good behavior with 

__________________ and nutritious __________________ .

Even brushing a dog’s __________________ , if developed slowly as a routine and rewarded afterwards, can become an de-stressor while at the same time maintaining good hygiene. 

Be an alert pet owner:

Many diseases of geriatric animals are due to slow, almost imperceptible 

_______________________ of body ________________ or systems.

Unless an owner is extremely observant, many of these conditions may go unnoticed until the problem has deteriorated into the final stages.

Careful observation of normal ______________ and ________________________ rates, 

conditioning, ____________________, __________________, _______________, hair coat, 

___________________, thirst, urination habits, defecation habits, _____________________ changes, and other aspects of the pet’s daily routine will help the owner notice differences or abnormalities if and when they do begin to surface. 

Early diagnosis and initiation of treatment may be of critical importance to the pet’s future and quality of life. 
