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E21 Saddles

Name _________________________________
Date _______________

After your horse, the most important investment probably will be your ___________.

Saddles cost from several ______________________ to 

______________________________ of dollars.

Buy the best saddle you can afford. The life span of the saddle is several times that of the horse. When you figure out the cost of a saddle over the life of the horse, it isn't that much per year compared to total horse care expenses.

Your money is better spent on a high quality ______________ saddle than a poorly built 

inexpensive _______________ saddle.

Label the parts of the Saddle:
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Any saddle should meet the following criteria:

1.

2. 

3. 

4.  

Fitting a saddle to a horse

Horses are built differently, consequently, not every saddle fits every horse. 

Bad saddle fit can contribute to "problem horse" behaviors such as resistance or acting 

out, ___________________, _____________________, "girthy"-ness, putting ears back 

or _________________________ when saddled, not wanting to be caught or ridden, refusing to stand for mounting, and many more. 

Points of the horse’s anatomy that must be checked:


1.


2.



3.


4.

Fitting Procedure

Set the saddle on the horse’s back _______________ a ________________________. 

The front of the saddle should rest ___________ to three fingers back from the horse's shoulder blade. The saddle should not interfere with the animal’s shoulder rotation. If the saddle seems back too far, look at where the girth would be.

There should be about __________ ” behind the “________________ ” to keep the girth from interfering or rubbing the back of the leg.

Check the tree fit once you've determined position. The saddle should not “perch” on the 

horse yet you should be able to get about _________________ fingers between the 

underside of the _______________ and the withers before tightening the girth. Check with your hand all along the underside of the saddle to determine if there is 

contact along the entire underside of the tree. Try to _____________ the saddle. There should be very little up or down movement. Look also at the saddle to see if it looks level as opposed to high in back or high in front. 

Fitting Procedure

Put a clean ______________ (or sheet) on the horse’s back and then a pad. Now tighten 

the girth. As the girth tightens, the saddle may settle down to _________ to _________ fingers over the withers. As you tighten the girth, watch your horse. Look for signs of 

irritation and discomfort. You should __________________ the horse for about 

________ minutes and watch the movement and attitude. 

How will a horse travel if the saddle in uncomfortable? 

Next evaluate the fit of the saddle with you mounted. Again, watch the attitude of your horse as you mount. Ride out at a walk and then move up to a trot and canter/gallop if the 

space allows. Ask your horse to perform ____________________ that will cause 

________________________ under the saddle and watch his attitude as he follows your cues. Performing simple spirals or tight turns in both directions will help determine if the horse is not comfortable. The saddle should also fit you comfortably.

After about _____________ minutes of riding, take the saddle off very carefully. The clean cloth under the saddle pad should show an even dirt pattern from front to back 

along either side of the spine. If there is a left to right _____________________ in the 

center of the saddle, the saddle is “____________________” and not making contact in 

that area. If the horse has worked up a sweat, there should be no __________ spots or ___________ marks from the front to the back of the saddle on either side of the spine.


Keep in mind that horses can and do __________________________________ as they mature, gain or lose fitness, or age. Every time you remove your saddle, look for rub marks or dry spots. 

True / False     Adding extra pads or a more expensive pad  will make a saddle that is pinching your horse fit. 

True / False    Saddles that have trees geared to a specific breed do not automatically fit all animals of that breed.

Different Types of Saddles

The Western Saddle

Advantages


1.


2.

Disadvantages


1.


2.

The English Saddle

Advantages


1.


2.

Disadvantages 


1.


2.

Types of Western Saddles

Penning and All-Event Saddle 

Penning and all-event saddles provide a deep enough ________________ for the rider to stay put when training, penning, or roping. 

True / False      The horn, tree and rigging are built strong enough to rope with.

How are the swells different on the penning / all event saddle?  

Barrel Racing Saddle 

Barrel saddles have a deeper _______________ that helps the rider stay put during hard turns and fast runs. 

The horn is also ________________, making it easier to hold on to during turns. If the seat is made properly, it will also help the rider to be more stable and in control. 

Generally, barrel racers like a half __________________________ saddle so they can get more grip.

Ranch Saddle 

Older Style Ranch Saddle

Generally a deeper, well shaped seat is preferred as well as a _____________ rigging system. The plate rigging delivers a more even pull throughout the tree to give the horse 

more comfort. Most cowboys want the fork or swells of the saddle to sit _____________ on the horse with a horn that is bigger in diameter for ranch style roping. 

Cutting Saddle 

The cutting saddle has less _____________ in the seat with the lowest place or pocket a bit further ahead. This makes it easier for the rider to stay centered. The swells and horn 

are also ________________________  so the rider can hang onto the horn at a proper angle to push or pull on it to remain stable. 

Show Saddle

The center of balance is the center of the saddle.
The stirrups are turned so the rider’s foot will fall in a proper line with hip and upper 

body. They generally have a lower _________________ so as not to interfere with the 

reins. The skirts are also __________________ to show off the silver and tooling more.  

Pleasure Saddle

These are the advantages of a pleasure saddle:

Lighter _________________________
Balance point to the back of the saddle
Allows the horse and rider to enjoy the trail

Reiner Saddle 

The reiner has a low ____________ so it won't interfere with the riders hands or reins. The seat must be shaped to allow the rider to roll their pelvis back for making big stops. 

The reining saddle should also be built to allow as much _________ to the horse as possible. 

Roper Saddle

The modern roping saddle has a deep _______________ and the fenders hung in a position to ensure that the rider can be up and balanced when ready to rope. The horns and trees are very strong to take the pull. As well the rigging must be one that pulls off 

the _____________ of the tree bars and has great strength. Generally suede out padded seats are preferred to give more grip. The swells of the saddle are kept reasonably 

________________ to keep the ______________________ of the rope on the horn to a minimum.


Different Types of English Saddles

Dressage 

A dressage saddle has deep _____________, straight longer flaps with a small 

_________________ and thigh blocks which allows the rider a centered position of balance both vertically and horizontally.

Jumping Saddle

This saddle has a well balanced deeper_______________ for show jumping and a padded, well angled flap for leg support when jumping over higher fences. 

Kneepad and thigh roll pocket - Designed with correct angles for medium to deep seats.

Cut Back 

Cut back saddles are mainly used in the English show ring of the _________________, 

______________________, __________________, and ____________________  

______________________.


This saddle allows the rider to be balanced further _______________ on the horses back, 

allowing the horse to elevate their ________________________. The deep cut in the 

pommel (or gullet) also allows for a higher _________________________.

Racing Saddle

A racing saddle is light weight with a very _______________________ seat, allows the 

rider to ______________________ on knees and feet.

Australian Saddle

Although the Australian saddle is slowly gaining in popularity throughout the United States, it is still not as popular when compared to the two dominating styles: English and Western. There are, however, very good reasons why Australian saddles have developed a loyal following in a "foreign" country.

The saddle's design allows the rider to sit deep into the saddle ______________ with 

their legs stretched slightly ____________________ from their body. The rider's heels 

should also point towards the _____________.

This riding position offers you a better sense of _______________ and _____________; you will be less jostled or surprised by a sudden transition in movement.

Some would argue that an Australian saddle offers the best of both worlds: a 

_______________ saddle that allows the rider to sit ___________________ to the horse 

like an English saddle, plus the added ___________________ and __________________ that the Western saddle offers.

Proper Care of Horse Tack

Proper cleaning is perhaps the most ________________________ and misunderstood part of taking care of leather goods. It's also one of the most important things you can do 

to extend the ___________ of your saddle.

What are the 4 enemies of leather?


1.




3.


2.




4.

Do a thorough “take apart” cleaning at least ______________________, depending on frequency of use and the saddle's overall condition.

This enables you to remove accumulated dirt around the buckles and bit attachments. 

Cracks and breakage in the leather will usually occur next to the __________________.  

It’s also the time that you “__________________________” your tack for excessive wear, cracks, loose stitching or any other signs of weakness.

Materials: 

Saddle soap
Bucket of warm water
Nylon-bristle brush
Hard tooth brush for hard to get to areas

Sponge
Leather conditioner - oil or wax-based product
Soft rag or scrap of sheepskin (available from a local saddle maker)

Saddle-Cleaning Steps: 

1. Using __________________________, water and nylon brush, clean the saddle with 

just enough pressure to work up a _________________ on the leather.

Use a sponge or brush that is damp enough to get the job done but not too wet. 

Remember to thoroughly clean areas that directly _________________ the horse (fenders, stirrup leathers, billets, latigos and back cinch). 

2. With the sponge and water, flush clean the areas you've lathered. This process removes 

surface _____________ and opens the leather's ________________, which releases dirt 

that has penetrated the leather. Use ____________________, as warm water cleans better 

and more quickly than cold. __________________ the sponge out after cleaning every couple of pieces /sections of tack, squeeze out all the water that you can.

3. Allow the leather to ______________ completely. 

Saddle-Cleaning Steps:
4. Apply leather ________________________. Use a scrap of ____________________ if using an oil-based product, or your hands for a wax-based conditioner. Pay close attention to areas that contact the horse. 

If the leather is particularly dry (evidenced by stiffness), use 100-percent 

____________________ oil. Apply the oil sparingly because over-oiling adds weight to 

the saddle, causes the product to _______________ from the leather in hot weather, and 

can break down the leather's ______________________. 

Wax-based products are suitable for all saddle surfaces (front- and backsides) but must be 

applied more ___________________________ than oil based products. 

The wax helps seal the leather so dirt and salt don't readily penetrate the surface. 

Hand-rub wax-based products into the saddle's surface when the leather is 

_________________ to room temperature or has been outside on a warm day. 

5. After applying conditioner, _____________________ off any excess product with a scrap of sheepskin or a soft rag so the saddle's surface isn't sticky and doesn't attract 

___________. 

Proper Care of Horse Tack

Store tack properly. Throwing saddles and bridles into horse trailer tack compartments or leaving them out in dusty barns can cause them to get dirty and moldy. 

______________________________ are harmful to leather, accelerating its breakdown.

Watch out for ______________________ who may want to snuggle up to your saddles, or use them as scratching posts.

